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Lesson Overview 

Lesson Plan Title Age of Enlightenment – American Revolution 

Curriculum-Framing Questions 

 Essential Question 
How did the Age of Enlightenment influence the American 
Revolution? 

   

 Content Questions 

How did the Age of Enlightenment come about in the British 
Colonies? And from whom? 

Who of the founding fathers subscribed to the ideas 
expounded in the Enlightenment and why? 

How has the country fared as a result of this ideal? 

Do you believe that the Enlightenment was the best possible 
idea for the revolutionaries? 

Unit Summary 

The students will be challenged to understand a very broad political ideal and come to a basic 
understanding of what the Enlightenment meant to the founding fathers of America.  

They first will research European Enlightenment philosophers (Locke, Voltaire, Rosseau, etc). 
They will then view a film about the 1st and 2nd Continental Congresses and what ideas came 
about from those meetings.  

The purpose of the research then film is for the students to understand the Enlightenment 
from the point of view of the respective philosophers and then see it conducted in some of the 
first congresses in our history. 

Subject Area(s)  (List all subjects that apply) 

World History/American History – American Government 

Grade Level  (Indicate all grade level(s) that your lesson targets by typing an x in front of the level.) 

K-2 

6-8 

ESL 

Gifted and Talented 

3-5 

X 9-12 

Resource 

Other:        

Targeted State Frameworks/Content Standards/Benchmarks 

http://www.kerc-

ks.org/resource_list.aspx?con_id=30&grade_no=HS&stan_id=4333&bmark_id=52221&ind_id

http://www.kerc-ks.org/resource_list.aspx?con_id=30&grade_no=HS&stan_id=4333&bmark_id=52221&ind_id=412303&res_type=2
http://www.kerc-ks.org/resource_list.aspx?con_id=30&grade_no=HS&stan_id=4333&bmark_id=52221&ind_id=412303&res_type=2
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 High School 

 6. World History  

 6.2 The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of individuals, groups, 
ideas, developments, and turning points of the Age of Revolutions (1650-1920). 

 6.2.2 The student explains essential concepts from the Enlightenment that represented 
a turning point in intellectual history (e.g., ideas of Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, 
Voltaire, Montesquieu, Mary Wollstonecraft, Jean Rousseau, etc). 

 Students research a famous leader.  

Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes 

The student will be able to learn about a new person in history that had a direct influence on 
the Age of Enlightenment. They will see the ideas expressed by said person and decide for 
themselves whether or not they agree with those ideas. 

 

The student will see that the American Revolution was not simply an aversion to taxation 
without representation, but that it was a desire of the founding fathers to have a new 
governmental system be born along with an independent nation, free from a Monarch. 

 

The student will be able to take part in a visual understanding of the life and times of many 
families during that time (homes, children, disease, travel, etc). 

 

The student will be able to see how the Enlightenment shaped the nation and how it shapes 
us still today. 

Procedures 

Students will research European Enlightenment philosophers via literature and the internet 
and the ideals they possessed. They will watch the episode of John Adams and discuss what 
their thoughts about the issues it presents. A two page summary paper will be submitted to 
the teacher either via email or actual paper hand-in. Work cited required. 

 

Teacher will play an episode of John Adams (HBO miniseries – disc 1, episode 2), pausing at 
key dialogue moments (after each Congressional meeting and after the meeting of the 
drafting of the Declaration of Independence, which has an ample supply of Enlightenment 
ideals) as determined by teacher to have quick class discussion. 

 

Teacher and students will gather (preferably circled desks) for a class discussion about the 
film and the ideas shown during it. They will be able to each give their understanding of the 
Enlightenment based on their research and film, comparing and contrasting philosophers and 
philosophies along the way. 

 

Possible questions are: 

Based on your previous understanding of the events leading up to the Declaration of 
Independence and American Revolution, did your research and this film challenge those 
understandings? 

 

What points in the film did you find intriguing? (All students) 

http://www.kerc-ks.org/resource_list.aspx?con_id=30&grade_no=HS&stan_id=4333&bmark_id=52221&ind_id=412303&res_type=2
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At what points did you feel the Enlightenment ideas take shape in the Congressional 
meetings, one-on-one discussions with the founding fathers, etc? 

 

If you had been a delegate in the Congress during this period, what side would you have 
been on, independence or remaining loyal to the crown? For what reasons? (BASED on that 
time period, not how you view the USA today) 

 

What did Benjamin Franklin, during the meeting with John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, 
mean when he said, “Smacks of the pulpit?” and do you believe that that particular change in 
the Declaration of Independence was needed? Why or why not? 

 

Thomas Jefferson addressed slavery in the 1st draft of the declaration, yet he himself owned 
slaves. Do you think that was hypocritical or do you think that at that time, as he said, there 
was no solution to the problem that wouldn’t bankrupt him and his investments? 

 

Can you understand how the delegate from Philadelphia, John Dickinson, felt about 
independence, particularly with his last speech in Congress? 

 

Who of the founding fathers, based on the film, do you believe subscribed to the ideas of the 
Enlightenment? 

Approximate Time Needed 

Two 45 minute class periods, paper handed in 1-2 days later. 

Prerequisite Skills 

Basic understanding of founding fathers and American Revolution. 5th grade material. 

Materials and Resources  

Technology – Hardware  (Indicate the technology(ies) with an x in front of each you are using.) 

Camera  

X Computer(s)  

Digital Camera  

X DVD Player 

Internet Connection  

Laser Disk 

Printer  

X Projection System  

Scanner  

Television  

VCR  

Video Camera  

Video Conferencing Equip. 

Other:       

 
Technology – Software  (Indicate the software(s) with an x in front of each you are using.) 

Database/Spreadsheet  

Desktop Publishing  

E-mail Software 

Encyclopedia on CD-ROM  

Image Processing  

X Internet Web Browser  

X Multimedia  

 

Web Page Development  

Word Processing  

Other: SOURCED!!! 
Wikipedia articles 

Printed Materials Notebook for voluntary note taking during film or discussion 

Supplies 
Access to DVD player and projection system. Copy of John Adams 
miniseries 
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Internet Resources 

Wikipedia articles (Again, SOURCED!!!) 

http://www.iep.utm.edu/amer-enl/ 

http://www.academicamerican.com/colonial/topics/enlighten.htm 

http://www.sparknotes.com/history/european/enlightenment/terms.html 

(list of Enlightenment thinkers, both American and European)  

The above links are sites with which the student may research their 
paper. These are just examples, they may use any that apply. 

Others Eagerness to discuss 

Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction 

 Special Needs Learner 
If deafness is an issue, subtitles during movie, interpreter 
during discussion  

 
Non-Native English 
Speaker 

Native subtitles, interpreter during discussion, someone to 
grade their paper using the rubric 

 Gifted Student 
Seeing as how, for the most part the class is in unison, 
especially during discussion, I don’t forsee ‘early birds’ being 
an issue.  

Student Assessment 

Tool: 

History is and will always be the study of change. Each student will have their chance during 
the class discussions to express any confusion they might have. Both teacher and fellow 
student can help in rectifying that. If the student, at the end of the lesson, can honestly say 
they have a newfound respect for the founding fathers and everything they went through and 
can explain how the Enlightenment affected the American Revolution and how it continues to 
affect our nation, they will have ‘passed’ with flying colors. Students view of history has the 
potential to drastically change, given their perception of late 18th century living and 
government.  

 

Rubric: 

This is a lesson plan in which class participation is 75% of the grade and the remaining 25% 
is on the validity of the students’ research paper. 

If the student possesses a positive attitude toward discussion and a general curiosity of the 
Enlightenment, they will pass. However, students who sit back, don’t contribute quality 
discussion, and have a general apathy toward the lesson will be graded down. 

If the student displays their research paper in a way that is legible, thought out, and has 
purpose, then they will receive a higher grade. However, if the student does not cite his/her 
work, does not complete two pages of information, and does not have a uniform train of 
thought, they will receive a lower grade. 

research paper rubric.pdf 

 

http://www.iep.utm.edu/amer-enl/
http://www.academicamerican.com/colonial/topics/enlighten.htm
http://www.sparknotes.com/history/european/enlightenment/terms.html
research%20paper%20rubric.pdf

